THIRD IFDM – OPENING ADDRESS – DR GRAHAM HUGHES AM – CHAIR CONROD.
Good evening
Your Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, Governor of Queensland; the Honourable John Mickel, Minister for State Development, Employment and Industrial Relations, Queensland; the Honourable Aart Jan de Geus, Minister for Social Affairs and Employment, The Netherlands; distinguished guests.

I have been asked if I would make some comments regarding the series of conferences that have been titled the International Forum on Disability Management.

As a precursor to my address regarding the creation of the IFDM concept I should acknowledge the example set by the German Government through the direction and work of Dr Hartmut Haines of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.

In 1990 at the invitation of the German Government several of us here tonight Wolfgang Zimmermann, CEO, National Institute of Disability Management and Research, Canada; Blake Williams, Ministry of Labour, Canada and Brian Payne, President, Communication, Energy and Paperworkers Union, Canada and myself first met Hartmut Haines in Germany and Hartmut is also here tonight and he continues to provide inspiration and direction by his steadfast determination to advance the situation of persons suffering severe injury.

In the late 1990’s a group of persons inspired by Hartmut’s example and committed to the ideal of raising the circumstances and expanding the opportunities of persons suffering severe injury or disability from any cause met in Ottawa.
From that meeting came the concept that the group would collaborate and work to develop an International Forum to be held every two years in major locations with a focus on research and attracting political and senior executives from government, labour and industry.

That concept has been fulfilled with the first IFDM held in Vancouver in 2002, the second in Maastricht in 2004, the third here in Brisbane and further IFDM’s scheduled for Berlin in 2008 and the United States in 2010.

Among us here tonight who were at that conceptual meeting in Ottawa are Donal McAnaney of Ireland, Wouter van Ginkel of The Netherlands, Friedrich Mehrhoff of Germany, Nick Buys,Mike Hancock and myself from Australia. Unfortunately Lex Frieden of the United States who is also a leading light and inspiration on these issues has been unable to travel to Brisbane as intended. Lex is a quadriplegic and currently has a health situation which prevents long distance flying. We will have Lex with us tomorrow in the first Plenary via videolink and we are grateful to PricewaterhouseCoopers for their financial support in arranging the link with Lex.
Now dealing with the required outcomes from the Third IFDM in Brisbane.

Unless you present take away some knowledge and some determination to put in place or act on some of the initiatives, ideas or strategies that you will be exposed to over the next few days – you and I will have wasted valuable resources of time, money, opportunity and shared knowledge.

I think each of us has an obligation to advance not only ourselves and those nearest and dearest to us but also our fellow humans and society as a whole. I am certain that the skill we have individually and collectively is more than adequate. The challenge is to muster the determination and singleness of purpose that is necessary to achieve change. Society does not advance through or need to have seat warmers in roles of power or influence. The concept of “Its been a good day – nothing happened” should not be part of the political or executive environment – that is an environment of stagnation.
To quote Robert Kennedy “Some people see things as they are and say why? – others see things as they have never been and say why not?”

So I fervently hope that in future IFDM’s, we will hear many examples of progress in the circumstances of those who suffer severe injury or disability and that that progress has been stimulated from your attendance here in Brisbane.

I trust your involvement with the IFDM initiative will continue and that you are already making plans to be in Berlin in 2008.
